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PREFACE
For the past 5 decades, Kaohsiung Medical University has kept up its efforts in medical education by offering a
challenging student-centered learning environment. Our goal is not only to maintain this position, but to improve
upon it, thereby retaining our status as one of the select number of institutions regarded as being the best in
Taiwan.
In July 2008, Kaohsiung Medical University held the International Conference on Objective Structured
Clinical Examination (OSCE) and Medical Licensing Examination. This conference brought together experts
and academicians in Taiwan and from abroad to discuss current trends and to ensure exchange of views in this
specific topic.
OSCE is an assessment method that is based on objective testing and direct observation of student perform-
ance during pre-designed clinical encounters. In an OSCE, clinical skills are tested rather than pure theoretical
knowledge. Studies have also shown that the OSCE is an effective tool for evaluating areas most significant to
performance of health care professionals. These areas comprise the ability to obtain information from a patient,
understand and communicate, and interpret data and solve problems. These are all very important competencies
required for future health care professionals.
This special issue, published as a result of this conference, contains a wide range of stimulating topics on
OSCE, including the following: the quality assurance methods applied to training standardized patient train-
ers; teaching strategies and assessment; examples of OSCE in medical education in different countries; and
qualitative research on the effectiveness of OSCE in clinical training.
I wish to thank all of the authors for their excellent papers in this special issue and for generously sharing
their expertise and experience with us. Special thanks also go to the conference organizing committee and all
of the conference participants. This special issue was made possible through their efforts.
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